
Around Cheyenne Magazine article 
DAVIS BLDG 
By Jill Pope 
Sept 2008 

 
    “Rich & poor, high & low, good & bad, people meet 
death but once.  All have their appointed time to die … 
[oft-times with] no warning of the coming of the dread 
reaper … [Their] souls … hurled into eternity where 
bodily pain is not felt” … So claimed Cheyenne’s The 
Daily Leader Newspaper of June 4th, 1876.  The 
heartless murder of an innocent young girl in the heart 
of downtown Cheyenne stunned the residents.  

 
   It was a pleasant Saturday evening in early June 
when fifteen year old Jennie Martin, her friend Minnie 
Montgomery and Jennie’s little niece walked hand in 
hand up 17th street on their way to the Catholic Church.  
Shortly after the hour of 8 o’clock in the evening, as 
they were crossing Eddy Street (changed to Pioneer 
Street in 1913), a shot rang out.  Still clasping her 
niece’s hand Jenny Martin fell dead on the spot.  The 
bullet had entered her right temple.  Minnie screamed 
out in horror as people gathered around. It was too late 
to save the young lady.  Jenny Martin was buried in 
Lakeview Cemetery (lot 335 space 8) on June 22, 
1876 
 
   Immediately following the shooting a few women who were out for a 
stroll on Ferguson Street, one block to the east, encountered a man 
running at a fast pace heading towards the depot. Suspecting that he 
would catch a train Sheriff O’Brien arrested him within an hour. His 
name was Butler and he was labeled a hoodlum, but he was soon 
released.  No one stood trial in this death, no motive determined, no 
justice found.   
 
   At the moment of her demise, Jenny’s head was turned slightly 
towards the Underwood & McGregor building, where the Davis 
Building now stands. Perhaps it is here that Jenny’s spirit lingers 
since the tragedy of her death.  This could certainly explain the 
unusual events reported in the Davis Building which was erected in 1895. There 
have been many businesses at this location over the years. At least three 
grocery stores were here. Inside the lobby of the building hangs a vintage photo 
taken by Walker of Kimrey & Nagle Grocers, circa 1907. The signs advertise 
“queensware, grain, fruits & hay”. A horse & buggy are parked beside the 
building.  Today Avalon Correctional Services is located here.  



   Some years ago, prior to learning of Jennie’s untimely death, tenants of the 
Davis building reported unusual occurrences within their walls. Over the years 
people from the Goodwill Juvenile facility and later the Frontier Correctional 
Systems were housed in the Davis Building. They were disgruntled when posters 
of their favorite rock bands were destroyed.  Their beds would be found 
disheveled and occasionally flipped over. Standing outside of the building the 
residents have watched as their cigarettes are put out in front of their eyes, as if 
an invisible hand is passing along snuffing them out.  At the same time they 
realize the air surrounding them has suddenly become bitter cold.  If the 
wholesome Jennie Martin is residing in the Davis building it appears that she 
disapproves of the habits of her peers. She may have a lighter taste in music, 
and smoking is something she’s not tolerating.  
 
   To further substantiate that this spirit is Jennie, a former counselor who worked 
at the facility for many years reported seeing an entity that she described as a 
teenage girl. She was able to catch the apparition on film.  The buildings past 
and current owners along with staff members confirm that there are many 
unexplained occurrences here.  
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